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man, as men go, a genuine believer in the divine
direction of his pontificate, and incapacitated for
civil government simply because no one could carry
on a civil government on ecclesiastical principles.
He loved his people, and, personally and generally,
was beloved by them; but the progress of liberalism
and democracy had driven out of the Papal States,
or into a mute and inflexible opposition, all the most
active and potent intellects amongst them, and the
clergy without them could not administer the gov-
ernment ; so that, wishing to do good to his sub-
jects, he could not improve their political condition
without inviting those elements of liberalism which
he considered the inexorable enemies of the church,
which was to him the highest interest of humanity,
He reposed his faith on the abilities of clerics who
knew nothing of human nature or practical politics,
but comprehended only a paternal control, absolute,
and to be enforced by the rod, actual or figurative;
or on those of civilian devotees and fanatics less
intelligent even than the clerical functionaries.

As I was, for the greater part of my term, in
charge of the legation interests and duties, I saw
Pius IX. often and liked him much. One day when
I was having an audience in his little room, the
windows of which looked west, there came up a great
thunder storm, with frequent flashes of lightning,
at each of which he crossed himself and devoutly
said a prayer. His conversation convinced me that
he felt profoundly convinced of his divinely ap-
pointed function as the vicegerent of God on earth.rable Jerseyey assumed himnds and promising support-
